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Key points 

− Kazakhstan has integrated the SDGs into its long-term national strategies amd policy, achieving 

measurable progress in poverty reduction and education. 

− However, structural challenges remain, including weak localization, limited policy coherence, and 

insufficient accountability mechanisms. 

− As discussions on the post-2030 agenda intensify, Kazakhstan should translate current 

implementation lessons into a more coherent, measurable, and results-oriented sustainability 

strategy. 

− Priority actions should include strengthened regional cooperation, diversified SDG financing, 

enhanced governance and audit systems, and deeper stakeholder engagement at all levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent the most comprehensive global framework for 

integrating economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental sustainability. Adopted in 2015 as 

part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 17 goals and 169 targets were designed to 

provide a universal and integrated roadmap for addressing structural development challenges. For 

Kazakhstan, the SDGs have served as an important strategic reference point, aligning with national 

priorities articulated in Strategy 2050 and subsequent reform initiatives aimed at modernization, 

diversification, and institutional strengthening. 

However, as 2030 approaches, global progress remains uneven and increasingly uncertain. Only 18 

per cent of SDG targets are currently on track, while more than half are advancing too slowly and 

some have experienced reversals (Willige, 2025). These trends underscore growing implementation 

gaps and raise critical questions about policy effectiveness, institutional capacity, and long-term 

sustainability planning at both global and national levels. 

In this context, Kazakhstan faces a dual challenge: accelerating implementation under the current 

framework while simultaneously preparing for the next phase of sustainable development beyond 

2030. This policy brief aims to analyze the current state of the sustainability agenda in Kazakhstan, 

assess key achievements and structural constraints, and develop forward-looking policy 

recommendations to inform the country’s post-2030 sustainability strategy in response to evolving 

economic, social, and environmental pressures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 



 

 
Kazakhstan’s Strategic Vision and Policy Priorities in Advancing Sustainable Development 

The principles of sustainable development are firmly embedded in Kazakhstan’s national strategies 

and policy frameworks. In a recent address of 2025, President Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev articulated a 

vision of a sustainable and technologically advanced future that closely aligns with the global 

sustainability agenda. This vision emphasizes innovation-driven growth, environmental responsibility, 

and institutional modernization. Key policy priorities include the development of smart and digital 

urban environments, exemplified by plans to establish Alatau City as the region’s first fully digital city. 

The initiative aims to integrate advanced Smart City technologies and modern digital payment 

systems, combining innovation with a high quality of life (Akorda, 2025a). 

In parallel, Kazakhstan is accelerating its green transition, with plans to add 6.3 GW of renewable 

energy capacity over the next five years. This expansion is expected to increase the share of renewable 

energy in the national energy mix and support long-term sustainability objectives. 

Water security has also emerged as a strategic priority. The government is advancing the creation of 

an AI-driven digital platform for managing surface and groundwater data, strengthening hydrological 

monitoring and addressing critical challenges such as declining water levels in the Caspian Sea.  

At the regional and international levels, Kazakhstan continues to promote cooperation on shared 

environmental challenges. Proposals such as establishing a Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Center for Water Studies reflect the country’s commitment to cross-border collaboration and 

collective approaches to sustainability and resource management (Akorda 2025a). 

Sustainability has consistently featured as a central theme in Kazakhstan’s high-level statements 

across major international forums, reflecting its importance in the country’s domestic and foreign 

policy agenda. This commitment has been articulated through a series of presidential addresses 

delivered at global events convened under the auspices of the United Nations and other international 

platforms. In his remarks at the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week in 2025, President Kassym-Jomart 

Tokayev outlined Kazakhstan’s vision of sustainable development grounded in resilient transport and 

logistics infrastructure, regional connectivity, and secure supply chains, with particular emphasis on 

the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route, the North–South Corridor, and Kazakhstan’s role in 

the Belt and Road Initiative. At the same time, Kazakhstan has drawn international attention to the 

accelerating climate crisis in Central Asia, noting that the region is warming at twice the global 

average, with severe consequences for ecosystems, glaciers, water availability, and food security  

(Tengrinews, 2025). 

Across UN platforms, including 80th session of the UN General Assembly, Kazakhstan has underscored 

the urgency of strengthening climate adaptation measures, improving transboundary water 

governance, and investing in water-saving technologies, modern irrigation systems, and digital 

solutions such as artificial intelligence and satellite monitoring. These priorities are informed by 

Kazakhstan’s historical experience with environmental degradation, particularly the Aral Sea tragedy, 

as well as growing concerns over the rapid shrinking of the Caspian Sea, which the country has framed 

as a global warning signal rather than a purely regional challenge. In this context, Kazakhstan has 

actively promoted multilateral cooperation   through co-organizing the One Water Summit and 

advancing dialogue within Central Asia and the “Central Asia Plus” framework (Akorda, 2025b). 

Key C                             Current Sustainability Policy Framework in Kazakhstan 
 



 

National Policy and Legal Framework for Sustainable Development in Kazakhstan 

Kazakhstan’s sustainability agenda is further reflected in its institutional and normative initiatives, 

including the integration of the Sustainable Development Goals into national planning and budgeting, 

the hosting of the United Nations Regional Centre for SDGs for Central Asia and Afghanistan in Almaty, 

that was first proposed by Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev during the 74th session of the UN 

General Assembly  (Akorda, 2025c) and the launch of nationwide environmental campaigns such as 

“Clean Kazakhstan.” By proposing the designation of 2026 as the International Year of Volunteers for 

Sustainable Development and advocating for the establishment of an International Day of Greening 

the Planet, Kazakhstan has positioned itself as a proactive contributor to global sustainability 

governance, emphasizing collective responsibility, civic engagement, and regional solidarity as 

essential drivers of long-term development, peace, and environmental security. 

Kazakhstan has established a comprehensive and multi-tiered national development framework that 

explicitly aligns long-term economic growth with the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). On 30 July 2024, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed a decree 

approving the National Development Plan of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2029, which entered 

into force on the date of signing and replaced the previous National Development Plan through 2025. 

The Plan represents a key medium-term policy instrument within the broader Kazakhstan 2050 

Strategy, translating long-term national priorities into concrete policy actions and measurable 

outcomes (Online.Zakon.kz, 2024). 

The National Development Plan until 2029 is structurally aligned with the SDGs and comprises 17 

development areas, mirroring the SDG framework. These areas are grouped into four thematic blocks 

based on shared objectives and implementation mechanisms, with clearly defined national indicators 

and annual benchmarks. The Plan explicitly aims to accelerate transformational processes required to 

meet the SDGs by 2030, ensuring their integration into state planning, budgeting, and performance 

monitoring systems. 

Complementing this framework, Kazakhstan has adopted a number of sectoral and cross-cutting 

strategies that further operationalize the SDGs. The Action Plan for the Implementation of the Concept 

of the Republic of Kazakhstan’s Transition to a “Green Economy” for 2024–2030, published through 

the national open legal acts platform, focuses on advancing sustainable growth across nine economic 

sectors and includes 21 measurable indicators directly linked to SDG targets. This Action Plan builds 

on earlier policy commitments and strengthens coherence between environmental sustainability, 

economic diversification, and social development (Nationalcenter.kz, 2024). 

A cornerstone of Kazakhstan’s long-term sustainability agenda is the Strategy of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan on Achieving Carbon Neutrality by 2060, approved by Presidential Decree on 2 February 

2023. The Strategy’s primary objective is to enhance the resilience of Kazakhstan’s economy to climate 

change while achieving net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2060. In line with Kazakhstan’s 

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), the Strategy sets a mid-term target of reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions by 15 percent by 2030 compared to 1990 levels (unconditional) and by up 

to 25 percent contingent upon international support. Its implementation is guided by principles of 

policy coherence, technical and economic feasibility, just transition, circular economy, phased 

implementation, transparency, stakeholder engagement, and balance between climate ambition and 

economic, energy, and social security (Adiletzan, 2023). 

 



 

These commitments are further underpinned by the Concept of Transition towards a Green Economy 

until 2050, developed by the Ministry of Environmental Protection in cooperation with the United 

Nations Development Programme. The Concept provides a long-term strategic vision for sustainable 

resource use, renewable energy development, climate adaptation, and infrastructure modernization. 

Its phased implementation—covering the periods 2013–2020, 2020–2030, and 2030–2050, supports 

a gradual transformation of the national economy toward sustainability, efficiency, and innovation, 

consistent with global climate and development agendas (Asiapacificenergy, 2013). 

The Taza Kazakhstan 2024-2029 concept complements Kazakhstan’s broader sustainable development 

and climate policy architecture by embedding environmental responsibility at the societal level. While 

strategic documents such as the National Development Plan and the Carbon Neutrality Strategy focus 

on structural and economic transformation, Taza Kazakhstan addresses behavioral change, civic 

engagement, and environmental culture as essential enablers of long-term sustainability 

(Astanatimes, 2025). 

The legal foundation for these efforts is provided by the Environmental Code of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, which regulates interactions between society and the natural environment. Article 3 of 

the Code establishes key objectives of environmental legislation, including ensuring that the Republic 

of Kazakhstan contributes to strengthening the global response to climate change in the context of 

sustainable development (Climate laws, 2021). 

Monitoring and Accountability Framework for SDG Implementation 

Kazakhstan has established a structured monitoring framework to monitor progress toward the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and to integrate sustainability priorities into 

national budgeting processes. The Bureau of National Statistics of the Agency for Strategic Planning 

and Reforms, in cooperation with five Interagency Working Groups operating under the Coordinating 

Council on SDGs, conducted a comprehensive review of 278 global and national SDG indicators. As a 

result of this assessment, 16 global indicators were identified as not applicable to Kazakhstan’s 

national context. The current national SDG monitoring framework therefore comprises 200 indicators, 

including 96 global indicators adopted without modification, 41 global indicators adjusted to reflect 

national specificities, 27 alternative or proxy indicators, and 36 additional national indicators designed 

to capture country-specific development priorities (Stat.gov, 2026). 

Institutional oversight of SDG implementation is further strengthened through regular meetings of 

the Parliamentary Commission for Monitoring the Implementation of National Goals and Objectives 

in the Field of Sustainable Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which plays a key role in 

ensuring accountability, policy coherence, and alignment between strategic objectives and 

implementation outcomes (Senate, 2026).  In parallel, methodological capacity for SDG monitoring 

continues to be enhanced through cooperation between the United Nations  

Development Programme (UNDP) and the Accounts Committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan, aimed 

at introducing audit-based approaches to assess the effectiveness and impact of SDG implementation. 

This cooperation reflects a shared commitment to evidence-based policymaking and strengthened 

results-oriented monitoring (UNDP, 2025). 

 

 

 



 

SDG Integration in National Budgeting 

Sustainable development considerations are also increasingly embedded in Kazakhstan’s public 

finance system. In the most recent national budget framework, sustainability is explicitly referenced 

as a guiding principle. Notably, Annex 7 to the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On the Republican 

Budget for 2026–2028” includes Budget Program 073, which is dedicated to “ensuring the 

implementation of projects to promote sustainable development and growth of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan.” According to national assessments, approximately 80 percent of Kazakhstan’s state 

budget is aligned with SDG-related objectives, demonstrating a high level of integration of sustainable 

development priorities into fiscal planning and resource allocation (MinFin, 2026). 

Institutional Governance and Coordination of SDG Implementation 

Beyond the core coordination and oversight mechanisms, responsibility for the implementation of the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Kazakhstan is distributed across a wide range 

of government institutions. Strategic coordination is reinforced through the Coordinating Council for 

Sustainable Development Goals, which serves as a central platform for aligning policy initiatives, 

reviewing progress, and resolving cross-sectoral challenges. The Council’s work is supported by the 

Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan as the lead coordinating ministry, and by 

Economic Research Institute JSC in its role as Secretariat, providing analytical assessments, 

methodological guidance, and evidence-based policy recommendations (ERI, 2024). 

The effectiveness of this governance architecture is further strengthened by structured inter-sectoral 

collaboration through five SDG Working Groups aligned with the “five Ps” framework—People, Planet, 

Prosperity, Peace, and Partnership. These working groups function as operational platforms for policy 

dialogue among ministries, quasi-public entities, civil society, academia, and development partners, 

enabling regular review of implementation challenges and the formulation of coordinated policy 

responses. 

Monitoring, evaluation, and transparency are ensured through the Bureau of National Statistics of the 

Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms, which is responsible for SDG indicator development, data 

collection, and reporting. Parliamentary oversight is provided by the Parliamentary Commission 

established in 2023, which reviews progress on national sustainable development goals, assesses the 

performance of responsible institutions, and strengthens accountability within the SDG governance 

system (UN, 2026). 

Kazakhstan’s SDG Performance and Progress 

Within this established governance and monitoring architecture, Kazakhstan’s SDG performance 

highlights both areas of solid advancement and domains requiring intensified policy attention. 

Kazakhstan’s performance on the SDGs in 2025 reflects measured progress, with overall index score 

of 71.5, positioning the country 70th out of 167 globally. This score is slightly below the Eastern Europe 

and Central Asia regional average, but represents a notable improvement of 5.1 points since 2015, 

indicating a positive trajectory. Kazakhstan demonstrates comparatively strong outcomes in areas 

such as poverty reduction (SDG 1) and access to quality education (SDG 4), suggesting effective policy 

implementation in core development sectors. Several goals, including SDG 2 (Zero hunger), SDG 7 

(Affordable and clean energy), and SDG 15 (Life on land), are marked by stagnation and major 

challenges, indicating the need for reinforced efforts and structural reforms. With only 1% missing 

data, Kazakhstan’s SDG reporting remains robust, laying a strong foundation for continued monitoring 

and evidence-based decision-making (Sachs et al., 2025).  



 

Overall, while Kazakhstan has made measurable progress, especially in poverty alleviation and certain 

aspects of social development, sustained and targeted policy actions are needed to address lagging 

goals and ensure more balanced progress across the entire 2030 Agenda. 

 

Figure 1. Kazakhstan SDG Dashboard and trends 2025 (Sachs et al., 2025) 

Structural Challenges of the Sustainability Agenda in Kazakhstan 

Despite the establishment of a comprehensive institutional and policy framework for sustainable 

development, Kazakhstan continues to face a number of cross-cutting challenges that affect its overall 

progress toward the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). One of the persistent 

issues is the gap between national-level strategies and their effective implementation at the regional 

and local levels. While SDG priorities are well reflected in national planning documents, their 

localization remains uneven. These challenges are compounded by relatively low public awareness of 

the Sustainable Development Goals and persistent difficulties in localizing SDG targets at the regional 

and municipal levels according to SDG Barometer report findings (Orazgaliyev and Shaikenova, 2025). 

Policy coherence remains a challenge, as ongoing direct and indirect support for fossil fuels contradicts 

the objectives of Kazakhstan’s overarching sustainability strategy, undermining market signals for 

clean energy and delaying structural transformation of the energy sector (PGR, 2025). 

Kazakhstan’s substantial reserves of coal, oil, and natural gas have historically underpinned energy 

security and economic growth but simultaneously present a major obstacle to decarbonization. High 

reliance on domestically produced fossil fuels reduces incentives for rapid energy diversification and 

reinforces dependence on carbon-intensive sectors. While the country has articulated long-term 

climate ambitions, including carbon neutrality by 2060, the pace of structural transformation remains 

gradual. Continued growth in coal production and the absence of clear diversification pathways for 

coal-dependent regions risk locking in carbon-intensive development patterns and delaying the 

deployment of energy-efficient and clean technologies (UNECE, 2025). 

Shortcomings also remain in the area of monitoring and accountability, as the Supreme Audit 

Institution has not yet conducted a comprehensive national-level audit explicitly linked to the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. The absence of such an SDG-focused audit 

limits systematic assessment of policy effectiveness, resource allocation, and results, and highlights 

the need to further strengthen oversight mechanisms in line with Kazakhstan’s broader sustainability 

agenda.



 

 

 

 

As the international community enters a new phase marked by the review of the 2030 Agenda and the 

emergence of a post-2030 framework, Kazakhstan’s experience highlights several priority areas for action 

at both national and international levels. 

1. Strengthen global and regional cooperation under the UN framework. In a rapidly fragmenting 

geopolitical environment, renewed commitment to inclusive multilateralism is essential. Global 

sustainable development requires cooperation across regions and major economies, moving beyond 

polarized “bloc-based” approaches. Strengthening the “One UN” principle at the regional level would 

improve coordination, reduce duplication, and enhance the collective impact of UN entities, particularly 

in areas such as climate adaptation, water security, and sustainable infrastructure. 

2. Advance regional cooperation on low-carbon development. Regional collaboration should be 

intensified to support the transition to low-carbon energy systems, including interconnected power 

grids, renewable energy deployment, hydrogen technologies, electric mobility, and sustainable public 

transport. In Central Asia, shared infrastructure and coordinated planning can significantly reduce 

transition costs while enhancing energy security and resilience. 

3. Develop long-term national SDG financing strategies. Countries should adopt comprehensive, long-

term SDG financing frameworks that combine higher domestic savings, expanded foreign investment, 

and increased government revenues as a share of GDP. At the global level, stronger alignment of 

development banks and multilateral funds with future sustainability goals will be essential to close 

financing gaps and ensure predictable support for developing and middle-income countries. 

4. Improve governance, monitoring, and accountability mechanisms. The complexity of the SDG 

framework has proven difficult to operationalize, underscoring the need for streamlined targets, clearer 

accountability, and stronger review mechanisms. Consideration should be given to enhanced global 

oversight arrangements, such as a dedicated UN sustainable development coordination or review body, 

alongside stronger national institutions. In this context, the role of Supreme Audit Institutions should be 

expanded to include regular, explicit SDG-focused audits to strengthen evidence-based policymaking and 

accountability. 

5. Enhance localization, stakeholder engagement, and awareness. Greater emphasis is needed on 

localizing sustainable development goals, empowering cities, regions, businesses, and civil society as key 

drivers of implementation. Raising public awareness of sustainability objectives and strengthening 

institutional capacities at the subnational level are critical to translating national commitments into 

tangible outcomes. 

6. Address emerging and underrepresented issues in the post-2030 agenda. Future frameworks should 

better reflect emerging global challenges, including digitalization, artificial intelligence, international 

spillovers, and systemic risks. Integrating these dimensions into goal-setting, monitoring, and policy 

design will be essential for maintaining the relevance and effectiveness of global sustainability efforts.

Key C                                 Recommendations 
 



 

 

 

The transition toward a post-2030 sustainable development framework comes at a decisive moment for 

both the international community and individual countries. Kazakhstan’s approach, grounded in strategic 

planning, regional cooperation, and institutional reform, illustrates both the opportunities and 

challenges associated with aligning national development pathways with global sustainability ambitions. 

The establishment of the UN Regional Centre for the SDGs for Central Asia and Afghanistan symbolizes a 

new era of cooperation in the region, offering a platform for shared solutions, stronger economic 

integration, and collective resilience. 

Looking ahead, achieving sustainable development will depend on deeper international cooperation, 

stronger monitoring and accountability, effective financing strategies, and meaningful localization of 

global goals. By reinforcing multilateral institutions, strengthening regional partnerships, and aligning 

national policies with long-term sustainability objectives, Kazakhstan and its partners can contribute 

constructively to shaping a more inclusive, balanced, and effective post-2030 global development 

agenda. 
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As part of this global initiative, The Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network (SDSN) 

Kazakhstan was launched on 8th of June 2022 at 

Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Public 

Policy, to mobilize expertise and resources from 

academia, civil society, the private sector, and 

government to promote sustainable development 

by fostering collaboration, research, and practical 

solutions at local, national, and global levels. SDSN 

Kazakhstan currently comprises 27 member 

organizations across Kazakhstan. 

 

 

 


